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Why Should America be God’s Way?

America should be God' s way because the whole world should be God' s
way. It should be God’ s way because he created the world and everything
init. As God said about making animal sacrificesto him, “ For every beast
of theforest ismine, and the cattleupon athousand hills. | know all the
birds of the mountains, and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If |
were hungry, | would not tell thee, for theworld ismine, and the full-
nessthereof” (Psam 50:10-12).

God said to Job, “Who hasfirst given to me, that | should repay him?
Under the whole heaven is mine” (Job 41:11). And God said to the
prophet Ezekiel, “ Behold, all soulsaremine, asthe soul of thefather, so
also the soul of theson ismine. The soul that sins, it shall die” (Ezekiel
18:4).

The ideathat everything just evolved on its own is a colossal hoax perpe-
trated by the humanists and otherswho love the ways of Satan, God' sgreat
enemy. How anybody can believe such stupidity shows the power of de-
ceit, which the devil and other wicked souls use with their morbid skills.

Americashould be God' s way because that is right and good and just. Not
being God’ sway isto rob and cheat him, because we belong to him. Jesus
told aparabletoillustrate that fact. He said to the Jews, “ Therewas a cer -
tain man who was a house-ruler, who planted a vineyard, and placed
a hedge around it, and dug a winepressin it, and built a tower, and
leased it to farmers, and went on ajourney. And when thetime of the
fruits approached, he sent his bondmen to the farmersto receive his
fruits.

“And thefarmer shaving taken hisbondmen, they beat one, and killed
another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other bondmen morethan
thefirst, and they did to them in like manner. But finally he sent to
them his son, saying, They will be made ashamed by my son. But the
farmers, when they saw the son, said among themselves, Thisisthe
heir, come, let uskill him, and possess his inheritance. And having
seized him, they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

“When therefore thelord of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those farmers? They say to him, Evil men, he will miserably destroy
them, and will lease out thevineyard to other farmers, whowill render
him the fruitsin their seasons.

“Jesussaystothem, Did yenever read in thescriptures, Thestonethat
those who build rejected, this came to bein the head of the corner.
This happened from the Lord, and it is marvelousin our eyes? Be-
cause of this| say to you, that the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you, and will begiven toanation producing thefruitsof it” (Mat-
thew 21:33-43).
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In that parable the house-ruler symbolizes God, who created the nation of
Israel. The farmers symbolize the sons of Israel, to whom he gave their
promised land. The bondmen symbolize the prophets that God sent to urge
the people to obey him. The bondman’s son symbolizes Jesus Christ the
Son of God, whom God sent to bring his people back to him. But instead
they murdered him.

In the more general sense, the parable can be applied to the whole world.
Thevineyard symbolizesthe world, which God created and |eased to man-
kind. The farmers symbolize mankind that has rebelled, and has consis-
tently refused to hearken to the prophets that God sent to call them back to
him.

And asit was unjust, even cruel, of the farmersin the parable to reject the
owner of the vineyard, his bondmen, and his son, so it is unjust and cruel
for mankind to reject our Creator God and the prophets he has sent into the
world, including his only begotten Son Jesus Christ.

The apostle Paul told how God is calling to us: “ And all things are from
God who reconciled usto himself through Jesus Christ, and who gave
to usthe ministry of reconciliation. How that God wasin Christ rec-
onciling the world to himself, not imputing to them their trespasses,
and having committed to usthe word of reconciliation. We arethere-
fore, ambassadors on behalf of Christ, asthough God were calling
through us. We plead on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God”
(Second Corinthians 5:18-20).

Therefore, itis only good and right and just for Americato be God' s way.
Itisgood and right and just because he created us al and we belong to him.
Not only did he create each one of us, but he sustains our lives. Without his
constant support we could not even survive. Y ou can read much more
about how he does those things in my book Becoming Sons of God for
Eternity.

Why Did God Make Us?

God made us because he wanted to have offspring, to share his life with
him. Offspring made in his image, who would love and trust him, to live
and reign with him in heaven as sons of God for eternity. Therefore, he
made thisworld to give usthe opportunity to prove our worthinessto be his
sons for eternity.

Since he made usin hisimage, that meanswe havefreewill ashe has. Con-
sequently, not only do some of his offspring love and trust him, but some
of them oppose him and choose evil. And our being of his own Spirit, God
cannot foresee who will love and trust him and who will not. Therefore, he
must test us, to see who will love and trust him. That isthe purpose of liv-
ing inthisworld; it isaplace for testing our souls, to prove our worthiness
to be sons of God for eternity.

Every soul who loves truth and righteousness will love and trust God, be-
cause he personifiestruth and righteousness. As Jesus said to the Jewswho
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had no faith in him, “Theworksthat | doin my Father’s name, these
testify about me. But ye do not believe, for ye are not of my sheep, as|
said toyou. My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow
me. And | givethem eternal life, and they will, no, not perish into the
age, and not any will snatch them out of my hand. My Father who has
given to me, isgreater than all, and not oneisableto snatch out of my
Father’shand” (John 10:25-29).

Therefore, living in thisworld of tribulation gives us the opportunity to
prove that we love truth and righteousness, that we belong to God, that we
are the sheep of his Son Jesus Christ, and we are worthy to become a son
of God for eternity in heaven with him.

And since our reward in heaven is so great, our challenges are also great.
We must be willing to forsake everything we have in thislife for truth and
righteousness, which istruly a great challenge. That is why Jesus said,
“Enter yein by thenarrow gate, becausewideisthegate, and broad is
the way, that leads to destruction, and many are they who enter
through it. How narrow isthe gate, and restricted the way, that leads
to life, and few arethose who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14).

The Creation of Our World

According to the record in the Holy Bible, on the last day of Creation (the
sixth), “God said, Let us make man in our image—after our like-
ness—and let them have dominion over thefish of the sea, and over the
birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over every creepingthingthat creepsupon theearth. And God created
man in hisown image, in the image of God he created him, male and
female he created them.

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply, and fill the earth, and have power over it, and have dominion
over thefish of the sea, and over thebirds of the heavens, and over ev-
ery living thing that moves upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26-28). And so
it has been throughout history.

It is by our uniting together that we have been able to be fruitful, to multi-
ply and filled the earth, to have power over it, and to have dominion over
every living thing that moves upon the earth. Mankind has been able to do
all of those things because we have united together into families and na-
tions.

A family unit consists of a husband and wife and their children. Families
are crucial because they are the building blocks of every nation. It is by
them that we can have order and stability. And it is through them that new
generations are devel oped, without which no nation can survive.

A nation consists of aterritory with apopulation united together by acom-
mon language, a common worldview, a common way of living (including
its commerce and currency), and with shared laws and a system of govern-
ment. And healthy nations are the most powerful thingsin the world. It is
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through them that men have done all the marvelous things they have done
to make our lives more successful.

By our uniting into families and nations, God has greatly blessed us. In-
deed, he works with us in his unseen way, as we labor for fruitfulness, to
multiply and fill the earth, to have power over it, and to have dominion
over every other living thing. And it is by our obedience to his righteous-
ness that nations are exalted. For Solomon said, “ Righteousness exalts a
nation, but sin isareproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). It isto the
benefit of mankind to have righteous people, righteous families, and righ-
teous nations.

The Forces of Corruption

Neverthel ess, the apostle Paul said this world isin the bondage of corrup-
tion: “The Spirit itself testifies with our spirit, that we are children of
God. And if children, also heirs, heirsindeed of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if indeed we suffer jointly, sothat wemay alsobeglorified
jointly. For | reckon that the sufferings of the present time are not
comparableto theglory that isgoing to berevealed for us.

“For the eager expectation of the creation is waiting for the manifes-
tation of the sonsof God. For the creation was made subject tofutility,
not willingly, but because of him who subjected it in hope. Becausethe
creation itself will also be freed from the bondage of corruption into
theliberty of the glory of the children of God.

“For we know that the whole creation is groaning and travailing to-
gether until now. And not only so, but also our selveswho havethefir st
fruit of the Spirit. And we our selves groan within our selves, waiting
for adoption, the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:16-23).

Our world isin the bondage of corruption because God made it that way.
He made it that way because he is testing our souls. When the first man
Adam sinned he corrupted his own body (and the bodies of every man ever
after because he was the prototype man), but he did not corrupt the world.
It has always been corrupted outside the garden of Eden, which is no lon-
ger accessible to any man.

Life, conflict, labor for survival, and death. Those are the four great forces
that control living here in thisworld of tribulation. Therefore, every man
born in the world must endure many conflicts, much labor to survive, and
eventually he must die. God created the force of life, the devil introduced
the force of conflict, labor for survival and death were the consequences of
Adam’ssin.

Initself thisisaworld of vanity. For Solomon said at the beginning of his
book Ecclesiastes, “ Vanity of vanities, saysthe Preacher, vanity of van-
ities, all isvanity.” He also asked the question, “What profit has man
from all hislabor in which helaborsunder thesun?” (Ecclesiastes 1:2-
3). Solomon answered his question at the end of the book, “ Thisistheend
of the matter, all has been heard: Fear God, and keep his command-
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ments, for thisisthewholeof man. For God will bring every work into
judgment, with every hidden thing, whether good or evil” (Ecclesiastes
12:13-14).

Our world is only aworld of vanity in itself. Our livesin it are not van-
ity—if we keep God's commandments, proving we love truth and righ-
teousness so that we can be worthy of living in heaven with him.

God created this world as a place to test our souls, to see if we are worthy
to become sons of God for eternity in the greater world of heaven where
God resides. We must prove that we trust him and will live righteously re-
gardless of how much suffering we must endure. And those who prove
their worthiness will enjoy an eternal life where there will be no conflicts,
strugglesto survive, or death—there be no suffering of any kind for those
who trust and obey him.

The First Men

The first man, Adam obtained the knowledge of good and evil prema-
turely, and every man inheritsit from him. That knowledgeis not intellec-
tual but intuitive, innate to our conscience (although our conscience can be
destroyed).

That knowledge caused Adam’ sbody to become corrupted because he was
not yet able to control his knowledge of evil. And ever since, every man
has inherited from Adam our premature knowledge of good and evil. As
Solomon said, “ Foolishnessisbound up in the heart of a child, but the
rod of correction shall driveit far from him” (Proverbs 22:15). Itisthe
lifelong struggle of every man to subdue the evil lusts of hisflesh.

Early in the history of the world mankind corrupted themselves spiritually.
For the Bible record says, “ And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of
man was great on the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughtsof hisheart wasonly evil continually. And Jehovah regretted
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart.
And Jehovah said, | will destroy man whom | have created from the
face of the ground, from man, to beast, to creeping things, and bir ds of
theheavens, for | regret that | have madethem. But Noah found favor
in the eyes of Jehovah” (Genesis 6:5-8).

Consequently, God send agreat flood to destroy them all, all except for the
man Noah and hisfamily because he was righteous. After the flood, there-
cord says that Noah made an animal sacrifice to God.

Then the record says, “ And Jehovah smelled the sweet savor. And Je-
hovah said in hisheart, | will not again cursethe ground any morefor
man’s sake, for that the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his
youth. Neither will I again any mor e smite everything living, as| have
done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and
heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease”
(Genesis 8:21-22). And so it has been ever since.
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Nevertheless, since God knew that mankind would again corrupt them-
selves, he decided to create a nation for himself that would preserve righ-
teousness in the world. God chose the righteous man Abraham (originally
called Abram) to begin that nation. Later Abraham’ s grandson Jacob (also
called Israel) bore twelve sons. It was their descendants that became the
nation of Israel, the one that God chose to be his own.

The Nation of Israel

Residing in the land of Egypt, the people of Israel grew into alarge popu-
lation (estimated at over two million). The people of Isragl were in harsh
bondage there serving the Egyptians. God chose the man Moses to save
them. And with amighty hand God brought them out into the wilderness of
Sinai, being led by Moses. There at Horeb (mount Sinai) God began the
process of creating their nation.

For the Bible record says, “ And M oses went up to God. And Jehovah
called to him out of the mountain, saying, Thusthou shall say to the
house of Jacob, and tell the sons of Isradl: Ye have seen what | did to
the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles wings, and brought you
to myself.

“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my cove-
nant, then ye shall be my own possession from among all peoples, for
all theearth ismine, and ye shall beto me a kingdom of priests, and a
holy nation. These are the words which thou shall speak to the sons of
Israel” (Exodus 19:3-6).

God said he would make them his chosen peopl e, akingdom of priests, and
a holy nation—if they obeyed his voice and kept his covenant with them.
At the mountain he also gave them a system of laws and some rulers. But
they were so rebellious that he kept them wandering in the wilderness for
forty years.

Afterward he gave the next generation the land he had promised to give to
the descendants of their forefathers, Abraham, | saac, and Jacob. That com-
pleted the birth of their nation. Although they possessed |ess than half of
the territory he intended to give them, because they quit trying to dispos-
sess the spiritually corrupt Gentilesin it as God had commanded them.

Nevertheless, the people of Isragl were then a nation having a population
that inhabited land on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea above the Sinai
peninsula and below the Euphrates river. They were united together by a
common language and by their faith in Jehovah God, sharing a common
way of life, and governed by the laws of Moses and afew rulers under the
kingship of God himself. However, their faith in God and obedienceto him
was weak and sporadic.

The Old Testament of the Bible contains the detailed history of ancient Is-
rael. It tells how often they disobeyed God and broke their covenant with
him. The ancient Israelites failed to be the kingdom of priests and holy na-
tion that God desired of them.
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Nevertheless, there were a few who remained faithful, and God used his
Holy Spirit to inspire some of them to write the Bible, the Word of God.
That ancient book isthe greatest treasure upon the earth because it isfilled
with so much truth and wisdom, like a mighty shining light to guide our
livesin theway of truth and righteousness herein this dark world, and pre-
pare us for the afterlife in heaven.

The Kingdom of God

With the coming of their promised Messiah—the very Son of God, Jesus
Christ—God’ skingdom of priestsand holy nation is now the Church of Je-
sus Christ. For Peter said about us, “ But ye are a chosen race, aroyal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for an acquired possession, so that
ye might broadly proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out
of darknessinto his marvelouslight” (First Peter 2:9).

That divine kingdom is a spiritual one with its territory in the spiritual
world of heaven with God himself. And the New Testament of the Bible
describes all that we need to know about it.

It isaspiritual kingdom, because Jesus said to the Roman governor Pilate
during his trial before him, “My kingdom is not of thisworld. If my
kingdom were of thisworld my subordinates would have fought so
that | would not be delivered to the Jews, but now my kingdom is not
from here” (John 18:36).

And Paul said about us, “ For though walking in flesh, wedo not war ac-
cording to flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty in God for the demalition of strongholds, casting down imagi-
nations, and every high thing exalted against the knowledge of God,
and bringing every thought captive into the obedience of the Christ,
and having in readiness to avenge every disobedience, whenever your
obedienceisfulfilled” (Second Corinthians 10:3-6).

He also said, “Put on the full armor of God to enable you to stand
against the wiles of the devil. Because our wrestlingisnot against flesh
and blood, but against the principal offices, against the positions of au-
thority, against the world-rulers of the darkness of this age, against
the spiritual things of wickednessin the heavenly things’ (Ephesians
6:11-12).

The Nations of the World

The supremacy of the Son of God

Since God'’s kingdom of priests and holy nation is how a spiritual one,
what about the earthly nations of the world? Did not the devil said they
were his? For after Satan showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, he
saidtohim, “1 will givetotheeall thisauthority, and theglory of them,
becauseit hasbeen delivered to me, and to whomever | want | giveit”
(Luke 4:6). And Jesus did not dispute his claim.
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But who delivered to Satan the kingdoms of theworld? It was not God who
delivered them to him, because God gave them to mankind. It has been the
peoples of the world who have given themselves to the devil.

Nevertheless, the Bible says that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is not only
head of the kingdom of God, the Church, but heisalso “King of kingsand
Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16). That means he is the God endowed
ruler of al the nations.

For the psalmist said about him, “When | consider thy heavens, thework
of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou have or dained, what
isman that thou remember him? And the son of man that thou succor
him? For thou have made him but little lower than agents, and
crowned him with glory and honor. Thou make him to have dominion
over theworks of thy hands. Thou have put all things under his feet”
(Psalm 8:3-6).

It is Almighty God who has given his only begotten Son Jesus Christ the
kingdoms of the world. As Jesus said to his apostles just before he as-
cended into heaven, “ All authority in heaven and on earth wasgiven to
me. After going, make ye disciples of all the nations, immersing them
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observeall things, asmany as| commanded you. And
lo, | am with you all thedays, until theend of theage. Truly” (Matthew
28:18-20). All authority in heaven and on earth was given to Jesus Christ.

Nevertheless, not one nation in all the world recognizes him as their King
and Lord. Every nation of the world has rebelled against his lordship. As
the author of the book of Hebrews said, “ Thou subordinated all things
under hisfeet. For in subordinating all things to him, he left nothing
not subordinate to him. But now we do not yet see all things subor di-
nated to him” (Hebrews 2:8).

And the second Psalm says, “Why do the nations rage, and the peoples
meditate vain things? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulerstake counsel together, against Jehovah, and against his
anointed [Christ], saying, Let us break their bonds apart, and cast
away their cordsfrom us. He who sitsin the heavens will laugh. The
Lord will have them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his
wrath, and vex them in hisgreat displeasure.

“Yet | have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. | will tell of the de-
cree. Jehovah said to me, Thou are my Son, thisday | have begotten
thee. Ask of me, and | will givethee the nationsfor thine inheritance,
and the outermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shall
break them with arod of iron, thou shall dash them in pieceslike a
potter’svessel.

“Now therefore be wise, O ye kings. Be instructed, ye judges of the
earth. Serve Jehovah with fear, and regoice with trembling. Kiss the
Son, lest he beangry, and ye perish in theway, for hiswrath will soon
bekindled. Blessed are all those who takerefugein him.”
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To be America, God'sway our people must recognize Jesus Christ as our
legitimate Lord and King. America must hearken to these words: “ Now
therefore be wise, O yekings. Be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
Serve Jehovah with fear, and rgjoice with trembling. Kissthe Son, lest
he be angry, and ye perish in the way, for hiswrath will soon be kin-
dled. Blessed are all those who takerefugein him.”

The superiority of righteousness

Righteousnessis supremefor individuals. AsPaul said, “ For bodily exer -
ciseisprofitablefor alittle, but piety isprofitablefor all things, having
promise of the present life, and of that which iscoming” (First Timothy
4:8).

And Peter said, “For he who wantsto love life, and see good days, let
him restrain histongue from evil, and hislips not to speak deceit. L et
him turn away from evil, and do good. L et him seek peace, and pursue
it. Becausethe eyesof the Lord aretoward therighteous, and hisears
to their supplication, but the face of the Lord is against men who do
evil things’ (First Peter 3:10-12).

Righteousness is also supreme for nations. Remember, Solomon said,
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin isa reproach to any people”
(Proverbs 14:34). And the superiority of righteousness for nationsis guar-
anteed. However, the blessings of righteousness can fail with individuals
inthisvain life. For Solomon also said, “ Thereisa vanity which isdone
upon the earth, that there are righteous men to whom it happens ac-
cording to the work of the wicked, again, there are wicked men to
whom it happens accor ding to the work of the righteous. | said that
thisalsoisvanity” (Ecclesiastes 8:14).

The blessings of righteousness will not fail for nations any more than the
laws of chancewill fail for casinos. A gambler may or may not win his bet.
However, the owners of casinos are guaranteed to win overall. They are
not gamblers; they are business men. The operation of casinosis afilthy
sinful business, but it is still abusiness, not agamble.

It may be a gamble to attract foolish people to play their games, but the
games themselves are not a gamble to the owners. The laws of chance op-
erate predictably. In fact, the governments that oversee them set regula-
tionslimiting what percent of the wagers they can profit from each of their
games.

The blessings of righteousnessfor nations are like the results of thelaws of
chance. Over all, righteousness will exalt anation. That is as guaranteed as
the laws of chance. Which is all the more why America should be God’s
way.

The example of Israel

Before the sons of Israel entered into their promised land, God gave them
alist of blessings and alist of curses. They would be blessed if they kept
his covenant and obeyed his commandments, otherwise they would be
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cursed. | include that information here to show how significant were the
consequences of their obedience to God' slaws. The blessings would come
if they were obedient to him, and the curses would come if they were dis-
obedient. They were all contingent upon how the people behaved.

There was no honsense about Jehovah having unconditional love for them.
The blessings that Jehovah said he would bestow upon his people for their
obedience were many and great. The curses that would come upon them
for disobedience were severe and even more numerous than the blessings.

These things are very important lessons for all of us. For the blessings and
the curses associated with accepting Christ or rejecting him far out-
weigh—beyond measure—all that is said about what the sons of |srael
would receive. Remember that, and do not harden your heart against himto
your eternal regret.

Blessings for the first generation

The book of Leviticustells how Jehovah described, to that first generation
whom he brought out of Egypt, ablessing and acurse. Hereisthelist of all
the blessings they would receive for their obedience.

Jehovah would give their rains in their season.

The land would yield itsincrease.

The trees of the field would yield their fruit.

Their threshing would reach to the vintage.

The vintage would reach the time of sowing.

They would eat their bread to the full.

They would dwell in their land safely.

He would give peace in the land.

They would lie down and none would make them afraid.

He would cause the evil beasts to cease from the land.

The sword would not go through their land.

They would chase their enemies, who would fall before them by the
sword.

* Fiveof them would chase a hundred, and a hundred would chase ten
thousand, and their enemies would fall before them by the sword.
Jehovah would have respect to them.

He would make them fruitful.

He would multiply them.

He would establish his covenant with them.

They would eat old storage long kept, and would bring forth the old
because of the new.

He would set up his tabernacle among them.

He would not abhor them.

He would walk among them and be their God.

They would be his people.

When Jehovah said he would have respect to them, it would not be because
of their race, but because of their righteousness. And God will have respect
to any people that lives in righteousness. When God sent Peter to preach
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Christ to the first Gentile, Peter saw the Holy Spirit descend upon them.
Peter then said, “In truth, | am overwhelmed that God is not partial,
but in every nation, he who fear s him, and worksrighteousness, is ac-
ceptable to him” (Acts 10:34-35). The enormous blessings that Ameri-
cans have enjoyed have come from our righteousness before God, and our
sins have been our reproach.

Blessings for the Second Generation

The first generation of Israelites whom God brought out of Egypt were
cursed to diein the wilderness because of their continual rebellion against
him (all but Joshuaand Caleb). Forty years after the Exodus the children of
that first generation were grown and ready to invade the promised land.

After giving the command of the blessing and the curse to be spoken onthe
two mountains, Moses said to them, “ And it shall cometo pass, if thou
shall hearken diligently to the voice of Jehovah thy God, to observeto
do all hiscommandmentswhich | command theethisday ...” (Deuter-
onomy 28:1). Then he mentioned the many blessings they would receive,
which | list below:

God would set them on high above all the nations of the earth.

They would be blessed in the city.

They would be blessed in the field.

The fruit of their body would be blessed.

The fruit of their ground would be blessed.

Thefruit of their beasts would be blessed.

Theincrease of their cattle would be blessed.

The young of their flock would be blessed.

Their basket and their kneading-trough would be blessed.

They would be blessed when they came in and when they went out.

Jehovah would cause their enemies that rose up against them to be

smitten before them.

»  Their enemieswould come out against them one way, and would flee
before them seven ways.

»  Jehovah would command the blessing upon them in their barns, and
in all that they put their hand to.

* And he would bless them in the land which Jehovah their God gave

them.

However, al those blessings were contingent upon their obedience: “ ... if
thou shall hearken diligently to the voice of Jehovah thy God, to ob-
serveto do all hiscommandmentswhich | command theethisday ...”
(Deuteronomy 28:1). He would bless their productivity; he would defeat
their enemies; he would bless their land and all their activities.

Then he mentioned more blessings.

» Jehovah would establish them for a holy people to himself.
» All the peoples of the earth would see that they were called by the
name of Jehovah, and they would be afraid of them.
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» Jehovah would make them plenteous for good, in the fruit of their
body, and in the fruit of their cattle, and in the fruit of their ground, in
the land which Jehovah swore to their fathers to give them.

» Jehovah would open to them his good treasure the heavens, to give
therain of their land in its season, and to bless all the work of their
hand.

* They would lend to many nations, and would not borrow.

* Jehovah would make them the head, and not the tail.

»  They would only be above, and they would not be beneath.

Again, however, all those blessings were contingent upon their obedience.
For Moses said they would be “if thou shall hearken to the command-
ments of Jehovah thy God, which | command theethisday, to observe
and to do, and shall not turn aside from any of thewordswhich | com-
mand you this day, to the right hand, or to theleft, to go after other
godsto servethem” (Deuteronomy 28:13-14).

Continuing to receive God’s blessings requires our continuing vigilance.
For the enemies of God and his righteousness, Satan and his disciples, are
continually striving to undermine and defeat our obedience to him. What
happens to a house when it is neglected?

The curses

Thelist of God's curses against his people for disobedience istoo numer-
ousto list here, being almost four timeslonger than thelist of hisblessings.
Y ou can read them in Leviticus 26:14-45 and Deuteronomy 28:15-68. It
suffices to say they would be cursed,

» if they would not hearken to him.

» if they would not do all his commandments.

o if they would reject his statutes.

» if their soul abhorred his ordinances so that they would be disobedi-
ent.

« if they broke his covenant.

Most Americans of this pagan generation have now done al those things.
Thereason God has spared my country from great grief isbecausethereare
yet many righteous souls here who love him and who want to obey him.
Paul spoke of the longsuffering of God when he said, ”And if God, want-
ing to show hiswrath, and to make his power known, endured with
much longsuffering vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, even
that he might make known the wealth of his glory upon vessels of
mercy, which he previously prepared for glory, namely uswhom he
called, not only from Jews but also from Gentiles” (Romans 9:22-24).
And God was not quick to bring the curses against his people Isragl.

God even told Abraham he would spare Sodom and Gomorrah if he could
find ten righteous soulsthere. It isto spare the vessel s of mercy (those who
love truth and righteousness) that God is enduring with much longsuffer-
ing the vessels of wrath (unrepentant sinners who abhor his will).
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God urged his peopleto obey him, and helisted many blessingsthey would
enjoy when they did. He also warned his people about what would happen
to them if they sinned against him. Those words of encouragement and
warning were not given for the sons of Israel only, but for all of us. AsPaul
said, “ For asmany things aswere written previously werewritten for
our learning, so that through perseverance and through the encour -
agement of the scriptures we might have hope’ (Romans 15:4).

What nation has lived in wickedness and prospered very long? Some
wicked nations have indeed grown powerful and rich, but how long did
they last that way? In my own lifetime | have seen it happen to more than
one nation. Nazi Germany and imperial Japan are examples. And more re-
cently wasthe Soviet Union, which former President Reagan said correctly
was an evil empire. They continually mocked God and lived crookedly.

Moreover, the Bible tells how God sometimes elevated wicked nations to
great power for atimeto usethem to punish other nations. For example, Je-
hovah said about the conquering power of ancient Assyria, “Have thou
not heard how | have doneit long ago, and for med it of ancient times?
Now I havebrought it to pass, that thou should betolay wastefortified
citiesinto ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabitants were of small
power , they wer e dismayed and confounded. They were asthe grass of
thefield, and asthe green herb, asthe grass on the housetops, and as
grain blasted beforeit isgrown up” (Second Kings 19:25-26).

America, God’s Way

The Church of Jesus Christ isnow God'’ s holy nation, whose people are his
royal priesthood. But it isa spiritual kingdom whose territory isin heaven.
Nevertheless, the nation of America can still be a people of God to serve
him in the material ways of the world. America can recognize him astheir
King and Lord, and they can serve him the way he wants all nations to
serve him; namely, to love truth and righteousness, and obey all of his
commandments.

And Jesus said his commandments are not burdensome: “ Cometo me, all
yewho labor and have been burdened, and | will giveyou rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, because | am meek and lowly
in heart, and ye will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is befitting,
and my burden islight” (Matthew 11:28-30). It issin against him that re-
sultsin grievous burdens and sorrows, which always result sooner or later.

Itisthe purpose of thisbook to show how Americacan become God'’ s peo-
ple among all peoples. The first thing our citizens must do to be America,
God' sway isto repent of their sinsagainst him Then and only then can the
peopl e establish a covenant with God to commit themselvesto him and to
his justice and righteousness. That will exalt our nation, for Solomon said,
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people’
(Proverbs 14:34).
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